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TO THE PEOPLE OF PORTSMOUTH

And ir/ien lite one Great Scorer Conies
And H'riles against your name
He nrites not that you non or lost
BuJ

lioiv

you played llw

game

Fellow Citizens:

From the bottom
wonderful old historic

'of

my

city of

heart I thank the people of this
Portsmouth for having elevated me to

deeply appreciate this great honor.
more than three hundred years of
a man at the helm, I, a woman, was elected Mayor. It was indeed
heartening that the citizens of my native Portsmouth placed their
confidence in me and elected me the first woman Mayor not only of
Portsmouth but in the state of New Hampshire. The citizens went
even further: they reelected me to this high office by the highest
majority ever attained. For this, among other things, I can only
say a heartfelt "thank you".
the highest office in the city.
I

appreciate

it

I

too because after

I took my oath of office
on January 1, 1945, an oath
have faithfully kept, I resolved that, to the best of my
ability, the government of Portsmouth would be non-partisan and
non-political. The business of the City of Portsmouth would be an
open book; all records and meetings would be open to the public; City
Hall would be open at all times to everyone. This was truly carried
out. With apologies to the great statesman Abraham Lincoln, I
deeply believe that the government of this city of Portsmouth during
my terms of office has been of the people, and for the people. I
have made an earnest attempt to see that the citizens' wishes, however great or small, were carried out; I have worked for the city as
a whole and for each one of you individually.

When

which

I

Few people realize the severe linntatioiis and lack of power to
which a Mayor of Portsmouth is held under our antiquated charter.
Under the Mayor-Council form of government, a Mayor who is elected
by the majority vote of the people is handicapped to a great extent.
A Mayor can plan, suggest, recommend; however, no act, no matter
how small, can be performed without approval of the council.
A non-cooperative council which does not have the best interests of
the people at heart can frustrate progress. It was through' the
pressure of public opinion, plus the will to do, plus eome truly
civic-minded members of the Council with which I worked that progress
was made and projects such as the Portsmouth Health Center became
a reality.

known

persons

high office are often subject
of Mayor carries with it a
certain dignity that requires overlooking such unjustified criticisms.
It

to

is

undue

a

criticism.

fact that

However, the

in

office

At such times,

I

have had

to

rely

on the faith and confidence of

the people.

Great progress has been made

in our city in the past few years.
appreciation to all of those who cooperated with
me in any and every way. Without this cooperation, and subsequent
inspiration, such strides would not have been made. Furthermore,
my faithful attendance at countless meetings of departments and
boards and at hundreds of gatherings to which I brought the greetings of the city was not done by me as a duty, but with a sense of
civic pride. In every possible way. 1 endeavored to represent Portsmouth

May

I

express

for the people

my

who

elected me.

In the pattern of life, the Master- Weaver works His design in
threads of rose and gold; but to make this design brighter, He weaves
in threads of gray. In the pattern of the memory of my administration,
the rose and gold threads will be many, but the gray threads will be
unforgettably there; the passing of many of our beloved city officials;
the terrible tragedy called war; and the loss of our boys who will

never return.

May God
to

bless the people of the City of

come; and may we

Portsmouth

all

Spin Cheerfully, not teorfuUy
Tho" wearily we plod

Spin carefully, spin prayerfully
But leave the thread with God.

MARY

C.

DONDERO

Mayor

in the years

MARY

C,

MAYOR

DONDERO
1945-46-47

INAUGURAL ADDRESS
by Mayor, Mary C. Dondero
January

1,

1945

It is with
a deep sense of gravity and responsibility that I
assume the position as Mayor of Portsmouth. Thank you, all my
good friends throughout the city for the trust you have placed in
me. That this election was the closest election in the history of the
city, that the ensuing results elected a woman as Mayor, a thing
unthought of in the records not only of Portsmouth, but throughout
New Hampshire, has resulted in an avalanche of publicity. Let
it

not be thought that the avalanche has buried the deep sense of
which accompanies this - the highest office.

responsibility

many days to come, we are at war. To play
grave times like this is a form of sabotage, a
failing of the trust placed in us. The torch is ours to hold on high.
Let not the flame be dimmed by the internal bickering of party
against party, clique against clique. This is not a game to be treated
lightly. It is a deadly serious task of reshaping and remoulding the
city of Portsmouth for the betterment of its present citizens and
the boys and girls on the fighting fronts, who, please God, will
Today and

party politics

for

in

return to us.

We

must forget party

Council and
goal.

this

I

politics. I will cooperate with the City
other departments in every way possible to attain
hope in turn the council and all departments will reall

ciprocate.

My

plans are not complicated.

I

am

going

to

work every day for

a busier, better, cleaner Portsmouth. I am in favor of a youth center
but not at the expense of the veterans losing their home. Both can

be provided for. A good active planning board is a
committee which will consider many new improvements
and ideas including a comfort station.

and

will

necessity.

A

We

need intelligent planning to keep business here and to bring
We must assure a job for every one of our returning
veterans. I think that we should put our heads together and learn
just what federal aid we can secure for postwar rehabilitation. This
is important. Highways may be built by federal funds. Why not have
Portsmouth linked with a great highway from the south and west to
our state? Why not make Portsmouth the gateway to the White
Mountains and our state beauty spots?

new

business.

In addition to these plans, I propose a temporary memorial of
sort to honor our fighting service men and women until such

some

time as a permanent one will be in readiness.
I feel that some members of the City Government should be
present at any service which may be held in memory of any of our
boys lost on the fighting front.

well-known phrase which is my motto:
business be an open book." As Mayor, I shall always
welcome any criticism or suggestion and in addition to this, I will
set aside lone day every two weeks to meet the people of Portsmouth
to hear their complaints, their suggestions, and to discuss their personal problems.
I

would

"Let the

like to repeat a

city's

Many

other plans are

also

in

development for the betterment

of our city.

To

the entire city of

Portsmouth

I

say simply this:

pledge myself to economy and efficiency
postwar projects for our city, and to make
community one which will have kept faith with our boys and

As Mayor,

keen

who

vision

I

-

for

to

a

our
girls

are fighting.

To

these

in

the

armed forces

-

to

the

foldier,

WAC,

WAVE,

Sailor,

Marine, Coast Guard, SPAR, and Nurse, I dedicate this year
1945. For them I shall firmly resolve to achieve my goal. Help me,
everyone of you. This is my wish to you on this New Year Morning.
May 1945 be a blessed one for you and yours.

Mary

C. Dondero,

Mayor

OFFICIALS 1945
Mayor, Mary C. Doiideio
Couiicilnieii

at

Board of

large

Street

Dimock

Glenn A. Race

John

Philip H. White

Charles T. Durell

Edgar

F.

Wood

S.

Commissioners

Fred V. Rett,

Jr.

George K. Sanborn

Ward Councilman
Ward

1

Samuel H.

Ward 2 Lawrence

Ward
Ward

Robert M. Herrick

Birt

Sherman

G. Peyser

3 William E.

Ward 4 Winfield

Board of Appraisers

Winn

S.

P.

Newton

Fred W. Sanborn

Call

5 John Burkhardt

City Clerk, John C. Dolan
City Auditor, Jack Fenwick

Hunt

City Treasurer, Frank P.

Collector of Taxes,

J.

Warren Somerby

City Physician, Dr. George Tredick
City Messenger, Michael

Inspector of Meat,

Lynch

Haven

T. Paul

Overseer of the Poor, James 0. Pettigrew
Sup't. of

Burying Grounds, James P. Griffin

Building Inspector, Kennard Goldsmith

Chief Engineer of Fire Dep't., George T. Cogan
Sealer of Weights and Measures, Frank C. Leary
Inspector

of

Plumbing, Clement R. Moulton

Inspector of Wires and Poles, William
City

Marshall,

Leonard H.

City Solicitor, Oscar

I.

Randall

Hewitt

Neukom

Superintendent of Schools, Harry L. Moore

Headmaster of High School, Clarence C. Sanborn

HKIEF SKETCH OF I'OnTSMOllTII

./

I'he first settlers 'of New Hampshire established themselves at the
entrance of Little Harbor at a place which is now a part of the Fort
Dearborn Reservation. They called the settlement The Pannaway, and
here a manor house was built and stages set up for the drying and
curing of fish. The purpose of the settlement was for the development
of industry and trade.

In 1631, John Mason, the partner of Ferdinando Gorges, sent
over some fifty settlers to establish another settlement on the Piscataqua.
In the original grant the lands west of the river were allotted to Capt.
John Mason and those to the eastward to Sir Ferdinando Gorges. The
Masonian settlers, under Humphrey Chadbourn built the Great House
on the spot occupied now by Prescott Park. They called the place
Strawberry Bank because the lush, green slope, on which St. John's

Church now

was covered with wild strawberries when they
The 1000 acres which were a part of the
Great House included most of what is now down-town Portsmiouth.
Here the settlers farmed, cleared the land and built their homes around
the Great House, after the style of an English manor.
stands,

arrived in the spring of 1631.

was signed by the inhabitants of Strawberry
to Portsmouth, in honor 'of Capt.
John Mason, the founder of the Province, who had been Mayor of
Portsmouth, England, which had been the former home of most of
the settlers. Portsmouth was for many years the seat of government
and the residence of John Cutts, the Sirst president, who resided in
the Great House, and of the Royal Governors and the King's Council.
Even after the Revolution it was the capital of the Province and State
until the permanent site at Concord was approved. In 1758 the State
House was built on The Parade, in front of the Old North Church.
This building was used as the Town House and Court House as well
as for the General Assemblv. and remained on the Square until lo3o.
In 1653 a petition

Bank asking

that the

name be changed

In 1849 the people 'of Portsmouth petitioned the General Court
become the City of Portsmouth and a charter was granted July 6,
1849. In March 1850 Abner Greenleaf was elected the first Mayor of
Portsmouth, with Augustus Jenkins, Jefferson Mclntire, John Knowlton,
Daniel P. Drown, Charles W. Brewster
author of Rambles about
Portsirtouth, and editor of The Portsmouth Journal), Sampson B. Lord,
and Gideon Beck as the Board of Aldermen. Isaac F. Nelson was chosen
president of the Common Council which was made up of 21 prominent
to

(

citizens.

The Seal
the symbols

of the City
of

lof

and docks, ships

at

dustrious settlers

who came

establish

Portsmouth depicts

commerce and
anchor,

all

to

industry,

wharfs

signs

the

of

in-

the Piscataqua to

shipping and trade.
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CITY

GOVERNMENT FOR YEAR

1916

47

-

MAYOR
Hon. Mary

C.

Dondero

COUNCILMEN AT LARGE
George K. Sanborn

Mrs.

Hilda Hundley

Miss Ellen Moses

Alfred Neri

WARD COUNCILMEN
Ward
Ward
Ward
Ward
Ward

One

Samuel

Two

Birt

Laurence G. Peyser
Fred R. Hoffmann

Three

Four

Winfield

Five

S. Call

John Gallagher

CITY OFFICIALS
City Clerk
City Auditor

Eileen Dondero

Jack Fenwick
Mrs. Teresa Demarais

City Treasurer
Collector of Taxes

J.

City Physician
City Messenger

Dr.

Owen

F. Cooper
James Whitman

Building Inspector
Inspector of Meat

Dog

Warren Somerby
Chester F. McGill

Haven T. Paul
Joseph Perrault
Frank Leary

Officer

Sanitary Inspector
Overseer of the Poor

James 0.
Sealer of Weights and Measures

Pettigrew

George P. Smallcon, 1946
William Thomson, 1947
Inspector of Petroleum
Samuel Alessi
Inspector of Plumbing
Clement R. Monitor
Inspector of Wires and Poles
William I. Randall
Superintendent of Burying Grounds
James P. Griffin
Harbor Master
John Downs, 1946
Theodore Downs. 1947

BOARD OF APPRAISERS
— 1946 —
Joseph Morrill

Thomas Connors
Fred W. Sanborn

—

1947

Thomas Connors, Chairman
Fred W. Sanborn
*Died 1947

—

*Edmund

R.

tWesley
fReplaced Edmund Fay

Fay

Ham

BOARD OF STREET COMMISSIONERS
Mayor, Mary C. Dondero
Americo J. Fransoso

Fred V. Hett, Jr.
David R. Smith

Superintendent
Clerk of Water Dept.
11

Clayton E. Osborn
Marvis Rose

TRUSTEES OF PORTSMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY
Ma\ur. Mary C. Dondero, Chairman
Mr. Charles H. Batchelder Mr. E. Curtis Matthews
Mrs. Allan Mitchener
Miss Katharine Flanigan
Miss Ellen Moses
Rev. Wm. Safford Jones
Mrs. Irving E. Stowe
Mr. Samuel Lew
Mrs. EdAvard T. \S endell

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Frank

Wallace

Massey

Mrs. Alice Stevens
Mrs. Marcia

Purrington

Sherman Newton

Adams

FIRE DEPARTMENT
George T. Cogan

Engineer
Engineer
2nd Assistant Engineer
3rd Assistant Engineer
Chief

Frederick R. Crompton

1st Assistant

Members
Dr.

Chester

F.

of

John

\^

illiam

Willard

Connors
Hersey

Board oi Health

McGill
Ralph A. Lizio

Arthur

J.

Healey

COMMISSIONERS OF PORTSMOUTH AIRPORT
Mayor, Mary C. Dondero
Frank Brooks
Allen

Knight.

Vincent Taccetta
Earl Elsea
John Hersey
Bernard Lontine

Jr.

John Hassett

John Leary

RECREATION COMMISSION
Mayor. Mary C. Dondero
Stowe Wilder

Mrs.

Waldo

John

Jack Kane
Francis T. Malloy.

Pickett

Jacobsmeyer
David Smith

Director

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Mayor, Mary C. Dondero, Chairman
Arthur Acy Rouner
Marion M. Badger
Thomas J. Downs
John E. Seybolt
Pearl S. Gray
John C. Shaw
William Safford Jones
James E. Walley
Harrv W. Pevser
Stowe Wilder
Reginald P. Reed
Mary T. Woods

Raymond

Superintendent of Schools

PLANNING BOARD
Mayor. Mary C. Dondero
Maurice E. Witmer
John W. Durgin
Forrest M. Eaton

Lucien Geoffrion
Mrs. Hilda Hundley
Charles A. Johnson
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS
hy Mayor, Mary C. Dondero

January

1,

1946

Today we are witnessing
Mayor and City Council since

the first peacetime inauguration of the
1941. Last January 1st, I entered office
in the midst of the great \^ orld War IL Today, I enter office in the
midst of the great problem of reconversion, with the weary world
trying to attain a just peace.

Last year. I entered office for a period of one vear. Today, the
term of office is for two years. Despite the fact of the one year term,
many important things were accomplished among them Avere:

—

The establishment

1.

active cooperation

and what

is

of

new Health Center including

a

of both federal

and

the

departments of Health,
more important than safeguarding the health of our people.
state

2.
Creation of a permanent Recreation Commission for our
young people and adults with properly supervised swimming pool
and new skating rinks and a hockey rink.
3.

Two

4.

Increase in pay for police and other citv workers.

5.

Renovating of Citv Hall.

platoon system for firemen.

6.

A

7.

Co-sponsorship of the World

8.

Approval of

9.

Securing of adequate equipment to better maintain our streets
new heavy combination plow and grader.

complete audit of the

a

Comfort

books.

city's

W

ar II

Honor

Roll.

Station.

including a
10.

Open House day has been inaugurated

for the past year

and

11.
Cemetery project and appointing of
which will be permanent in the future.
12.

Renovating city-owned

13.

\ oting hours changed to enable

Base

in the

will be continued for the next
a

Mavors

office

two vears.

Cemeterv Committee

buildings.

more emplovees

of the

\aval

to vote.

14.

Improving the public librarv

interior.

Conferring with railroad officials for a new station and bus
terminal and improving all B. and M. property with many minor improvements.
15.

have faithfully attended all meetings of the School Board. Board
Commissioners. Library Trustees, Planning Board, Citv
Council and all other committees.
I

of

Street

I

have forwarded a group of projects for federal aid which would

be of great help to the city. These projects include a live memorial
honoring the veterans of World War II in the form of an auditorium.
Two projects have been approved by the federal government and are
ready for commencement. These are (1) the addition to the public
13

(2) a complete new sewage system for the entire city.
Both of these projects have long been a necessity and now have met

library and

with federal approval.

We have just emerged from a grave crisis in our nation. The
problems of reconversion and rehabilitation are all-important and
are serious. These are not problems to be taken lightly but are problems which require work cooperation help from all people, regardless of party. To play politics at a time like this is a form of sabotage
a failing of the trust which was placed in us. We must not fail by

—

—

—

—

clique against clique.
the internal bickering of party against party
This is a deadly serious task of reshaping and remoulding the city of
Portsmouth for the betterment of its present citizens and for the vet-

—

who are returning home. We must forget party politics a thing
which has not been done in the past. I would recommend to the
Council that appointments to be made for the coming two years be
made on the basis of merit and ability, and not because of party
affiliation. I will cooperate with the City Council and all other depart-

erans

ments

in

way

every

possible to attain this goal.

I

know

in

turn that

the Council and all departments will reciprocate.

This
but
to

I

is

the atomic era.

We

have heard that said so many times,
realized actually what that means

wonder how many of us have

us in Portsmouth.
It

is

not

complicated. There is nothing difficult about it. It
that we must cooperate or perish. It is as simple

means very simply
as

that.

in

(And where do we cooperate? We must cooperate right here
our own city among our own nefighbors for, as it is truly said,

"As

the seedling leans, so grows the tree."

We would have missed all that war should have taught us if we
did not start this inauguration with this somber note, for this year
is our first year of peacetime government and from its pattern and
its

success or failure,

all

So often we forget
true stature.

We

that is
to lift

fiorget that

good or bad

in the

world

will stem.

our eyes to the heavens and take our

what we do

in lour daily

life

makes the

world as it is. The world is not made by a few men in the high
places, however brilliant they may be. It is not made in far places.
here in the city hall - in Market
It is made by our own actions
Square or Portsmouth's fertile plains. It is toward that future that
we must look because the postwar world that we have so long
talked about and so long longed for is here. It is no longer what
shall we do in the postwar world -- it is what shall we do today
tomorrow -- and the next week-.
-

As Mayor,

I

feel

that

all

my

things which will render the greatest

efforts

should be toward those

amount of good

to the greatest

number.
Portsmouth can look back on 322 years of history and if it looks
back on the entire 322 years to those brave men and women who
14

endured untold hardships to found this city, it can find one valuable
Those pioneers had left an old world behind and had come
to found a new world. They were looking ahead toward the future.
They had closed the book of passed and vanished years.
lesson.

Then from the

far flung corners of the earth,

home from

Portsmouth boys

They have seen other cities,
London, Paris, Bombay, HongKong or Tokyo. They know how big
and broad and diverse the world is. They know there is no room
are returning

for

petty

jealousies,

They know

racial

that their

be just as good

the

and

service.

hatred,

own

city

just

as

great

greatest cities of the world. It

To
of

war

those veterans
--

who

to those veterans

this year, 1946.

I

are

who

or

even for dead conservatism.
New Hampshire can

of Portsmouth,

is

and do as fine things as the

only up to

returning

its

people.

home from

will never again return

bitterness

the
--

I

dedicate

shall firmly resolve to keep faith with them.

Help

me, every one of you. This is my wish to you on this new year's
morning. May 1946 be a blessed one for you and yours.

Mary

15

C. Dondero,

Mayor
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ADMINISTRATION
Mary

Dondero, Mayor

C.

HEALTH

I.

Portsmouth Health Center and Comfort Station built on the
corner of Porter and Church Streets. This health center is the first of
its kind in the State.
Ordinance passed requiring; health certificates for employees of
establishments handling food.

all

Deplorable unsanitary conditions of long standing throughout the
removed or improved.

city

Health office created

at

City Hall until establishment of Ports-

mouth Health Center.
Women's detention room renovated.
Improvements in sanitary conditions

SCHOOLS

II.

New
New

of Police Station.

lighting systems installed in schools where needed.

sprinklers for fire protection installed.

Repairs

to

apron around Junior High School and improvements

New Franklin School.
New heating plant at Lafayette School.
New sidewalk from Pannaway Manor

around

from Greenland Road

to

to Sherburne School and
Sherburne School and improvements around

school grounds.

Teachers,

clerical

help,

and

janitors

received

three

raises

in

salary.

Roof on Atlantic Heights School repaired.
issue floated with permanent improvements

Bond

111.

for schools.

RECREATION

of the finest swimming pool in New England.
New skating rinks and hockey rinks with floodlights.
An ordinance creating a new Recreation Commission, which

The building

done
to

a great deal for the

has
youth of our city with a budget established

carry on their duties.

The Portsmouth Community Center Building, formerly the U.S.O.,
became a reality after a long period of discussion and meetings.
Several new playgrounds and playfields, including $1200.00 to
returf and improve the Pannaway Playground.
Establishment of a free summer music program for children with
finally

Mr. David Kushious as director.

A

music fund started for the Music

Director to work wHth.

Annual awarding of prizes

New

insurances

taken

out

at

playgrounds.

on

children.
17

playgrounds

for

protection

of

IV.

TRAFFIC

Parking incteis installed and paid for with an estimated revenue

coming year

for the

of $30,000.00.

Busses removed from the center of Market Square to facilitate
problems.

traffic

Taxi stands established

Church

at

various places to relieve congestion on

Street.

Court Street parking

lot

resurfaced and renovated.

New fences built around Court Street parking area and
around the Vaughan Street parking area.
Co.,

also

Working in conjunction with the Boston and Maine Transportation
new bus routes were established throughout the city. All bus

service

was revised for the convenience

of the patrons.

Improvements of traffic conditions including one way
and additional signs.

streets,

rotaries,

V.

Many back

FINANCES

taxes recovered and property returned to owners.

Insurance rates revised and brought up to date with a saving
to the city of approximately 15,000.00 on the new Five Year Policy.
This revision included new low rates of interest on all city-owned
buildings.

A complete audit of all books of all departments each year for
the three years of the administration by the auditing firm of Piesch
Angel Co.
Parking lueters bought and paid

for.

Reduction of the bonded debt and three old issues completely
paid

off.

The county

tax for the three years was as follows: 1945 $83,434.22
1947 $97,446.36.
This is the amount which

1946 $80,680.78,
Portsmouth paid.
had

For the first time since its establishment, the Plaiming Board
budget with which to work.

a

An Employees Retirement System was adopted

for

all

citv

employees.
Salary raises for city employees including School officials, school
city yard workers, clerical help, policemen (plus uniform
allowance), firemen (plus uniform allowance) and all janitors.

teachers,

For

a

complete financial report, see the Auditor's Report.

VI.

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITIONS

New Maplewood Avenue

project;

new road and new

well-lighted

bridge nearing completion.

Many improvements in Portsmouth Public Librarv,
renoxating inside and out; and new lighting system.

including

The purchase of a building for State Trade School for veterans,
and the formation of the State Trade School Committee.
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Sale of City property to the Yankee Shoe Company, which was
established here in Portsmouth.

Purchase of building and land for

making asphalt

New

oil

Banfield

city

yard for the purpose of

for the city.

burner installed

at City

Yard.

Road widened.

Rebuilding of South Mill Sewer.

Cemetary project: improvements

new Cemetery Committee formed

to

old city-owned
same.

cemeteries;

to take care of

Complete renovation of City Hall, including Police Station, both
and out. New floor and new flag case built on second floor.

inside

Purchase of new trucks and other equipment for the Highway
Department.

New

street lighting

system throughout the

city.

Repairing and painting of Newcastle Avenue fence.

The righting

the

of

memorial

stones

at

the

Memorial

Park.

Portsmouth Plains.

Appointment

of a

Purchase of a

Housing Committee.

new ambulance.

Major improvements on Wright Avenue.
Sidewalks of various streets narrowed thus making wider streets.
Extensive repairs to Pierce Island Bridge making it safe for travel.
Purchase of new combination grader and snow plow.

Two-way radio system

Two
New
New

installed

on

fire trucks.

platoon system for firemen.
fireboxes installed at various places throughl th

city.

roof on the Fire Station.

Improvements on Prospect Street

to

eliminate dangerous inter-

section.

New

ballot boxes

made

for all

Polling booths built for
VII.

New

election

all

wards

to replace old

worn-out boxes.

wards where needed.

MISCELLANEOUS

hours established for convenience of Naval Base

employees.
Police paid for their work at polls.

Project to clean up or tear
ly

down

old unsightly buildings partial-

completed.
Redrafting of city ordinances.

Christmas decorations and

mas

activities at City Hall including Christ-

trees for the city.

Reduction of taxicab fees from $25.00

to SI 0.00.

Airport leased to Northeast Airlines.
Up-to-date zoning maps prepared.
Offices at City Hall kept open during noon hours.
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Full time janitor
Public Library.

New

at

as

at

Portsmouth

the

library system for lending of books.

electric

Gift and dedication of flagpole

known

and

the Police Station

in

honor of Mr. Ralph iNpwton,

"The Flag Man."

All supplies purchased locally whenever possible.

Creating of a bicycle ordinance for licensing bicycles.

Co-sponsoring of the Honor Roll.
Portsmouth's report for

War Records Committee

acclaimed as

the best in the state.

THINGS TO COME
Funds have been appropriated

for:

The enlargement of the Portsmouth Public Library with public
service rooms with an auditorium.
A new oil burner for the City Hall.
The partial resurfacing of Pleasant Street.
Sidewalks

Avenue, Woodbury Avenue,
approved by the City Council.

Maplewood

for

Atlantic Heights have been

and

Federal funds have been advanced for plans for an administration building at the airport.

A

survey

is

underway for an

overall sewer project for the City.

The plans have been drawn for a new senior high school and
gymnasium. Many meetings have been held by the Building Committee and the School Board and numerous places have been inspected by the Committee for a
In

the

project, the

Middle

continuation

new road

is

of
to

site for the

plans

the

of

building.
the

Maplewood Avenue

go from Maplewood Avenue through

to

Street.

At meetings with the Boston and Maine officials, plans have
drawn up for a new railroad station when materials are
available and the cost not as great as at the present times.
been

I

Have Long Advocated:

The complete separation of highway and
with a superintendent for each department.

A

sub

fire station, the

Attendants at

all

water

departments

pfans of which are completed.

times at both parking

lots.

The widening of many streets, including State
by making sidewalks of uniform width.

Street and Daniels

Street,

A
places,

complete recreation
bath-houses,

tennis

center
courts,
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at

Pierce

ball

Island

fields,

etc.

including

fire-

V

/.

>

;

/

/

f

f

I

11
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PORTSMOUTH OF YESTERDAY

View

about
John's Parish
House and the South Parish
Cliurch are shown in this
old etching as they stand
of State Street

1852. Old

St.

today.

Market Square. As name
implies Market Square was
the market center of Rock-

ingham County and New
Hampshire's only seaport.
The

Athenaeum stands

the l)ackground as
ly does today.

it

in

proud-

Portsmouth Harbor, teeming with activity of shipping and trading with the
familiar skyline of Portsmouth in the l)ackground.

Portsmouth Harbor from

Navy Yard. Since early
settlement ship building has
been synonymous with Ports
mouth. Many of the great
ships of the world have been
built and slid down the ways
into the Piscataqua.
the

Courtesy of Doug-las Arnusden
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PORTSMOUTH OF TODAY

Looking down on PleasSt. from the Athenaeum.
A far cry from the Market
Square of 1852, still a busy
commercial street.

ant

Congress Street as it is
today, lined with stores and

modern parking

facilities to

with the accelerated
shopper of the 2()th century.
The Old North Church looks
proudly down on this scene.
cope

The

Commercial

water-

front from Memorial Bridge.
A changed and industrial
looking front from the days
of 1852.

Old Strawberry Bank still
the
withstands
changing
the
same
times showing
physical structures from the
early settlement days.

Courtesy of Douglas Armisden
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Joseph H. Morrill
June 22, 1S66
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Edmund Richard Fay

19 20

July

194 7
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August
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1905
1947

REPORTS
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
It

has been often said that the City Clerk

director

of

the

City

and

this,

in

effect,

is

is

the Public Relations

very

true.

Few people

many and

varied duties of the City Clerk. In the following
paragraphs, I should like to attempt to show some of the duties of this
office so that people may better understand the functions of this office.
lealize the

One of the chief duties of the City Clerk is that of keeping the
records of the meetings of the Mayor and Council. During 1946, the
Mayor and Council met for 12 regular council meetings and 16 special
meetings. During 1947, there were 12 regular council meetings and
27 special meetings. For each request, petition, or report that was
brought before the Council, letters were sent to the petitioners giving
them the results of their requests. All petitions and requests are kept
on file in this office. During 1946 and 1947, approximately 1500
letters were written concerning these requests and petitions.

Another duty of the City Clerk

is

the recording of all mortgages,

and deeds,
and other legal documents. Besides recording these important documents, one of the most exacting duties of

leases, liens, writs, conditional sales, attachments, tax sales
articles of corporations,

the clerk

is

that of

keeping the

vital statistics of the city. All births,

marriages, and deaths are recorded here in this office. Copies are

Concord to the head of the State Department of Vital Statistics
and the originals and copies are filed here. Certified
copies of these records are distributed from this office. Delayed
b'lrth records and also adoptions are filed with this office.
sent to

for their files

The following charts show

the totals by months of the marriages,
and deaths in Portsmouth during 1946 and 1947. Charts of
these totals are broken down and kept monthly in this office for the
births,

benefit of the Public.

1946
May June

Jan. Feb. Mar.

A])i'.

Births

40

35

43

43

55

58

53

59

84

82

73

54

679

Deaths

26

28

19

23

18

12

20

15

15

18

28

16

239

Marriages 56

38

50

30

67

80

46

60

65

56

54

50

652

July Aug-.

Sej).

Oct. Nov. Dec. Total

1947
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr.

May June

July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total

Births

79

68

65

54

65

56

64

70

49

59

59

61

749

Deaths

29

21

20

18

17

13

24

13

22

20

26

12

236

Marriages 38

37

36

37

43

51

45

60

49

31

44

36

507

All State Bonus papers are certified as to Portsmouth residence
veterans by the City Clerk. All residence certifications for the
University of New Hampshire admission are signed by this office.
These are done free of charge as also is all Notary Public work and
of

signatures by a Justice of the Peace.

out

many forms

The City

for residents of the city.
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Clerk's Office also fills

Many city licenses are also paid to us. Accounts of these fees are
kept in record books and turned over to the City Treasurer. These fees
include dog licenses, sewer entrance fees, weekly theatre licenses,
fees for storing and selling gas, hawker and peddler licenses, photographers fees, bowling, roller skating and pool licenses, taxi permits
and plates, and in 1948 and coming years, the clerk will also be in
charge of the new bicycle plates for all bicycles in the city of Portsmouth. Besides these, we also have charge of all licenses for parades

and for tag days.

The City Clerk has a complete file of all
The taxi permit fees are collected by

Portsmiouth.

over to the Treasurer.

A

file is

taxis

in

the City

of

the Clerk and turned

kept of the taxis both by

number and

owner as is also a complete list of all fares charged by each taxi owner.
The clerks in the office are constantly called by the general publit to
verify charges of fares to different locations.

we will have the new duty of distnew Portsmouth Bicycle License Plates. A filing system

In addition to taxi licensing,
rii)uting the

for this

new duty

is

now

in the

progress of being completed.

The City Clerk is also in charge of the drawing of the jurors for
County Grand and Petit Juries. The clerk posts the notices, notifies the ward clerks of their duties. The jurors are drawn by the
various ward clerks in this office and a list is kept of those drawn
for each term of court. The ward clerks and selectmen from each ward
fill the jury boxes with new names according to law. Women may call
their ward clerks and request to have their names placed in the ballot
the

boxes
it

is

if

they

sio

desire.

requested. This

ihe State of

No name

is in

of a women will be put in unless
accordance with the Women's Juror Law in

New Hampshire.

The duty of running state and municipal elections falls into the
hands of the City Clerk also. Data for national and state elections
(primaries and regular) comes for the most part from the Secretary
of State with

whom

the City Clerk

ballots, ballot boxes, tally sheets,
tally sent to the

is

and

in close contact at all times.
all

returns are

made

The

here and the

Secretary of State as the official returns. During the

nmnicipal elections, the City Clerk must run the entire election. All
recounts are also in charge of the City Clerk.
All declarations of candidacy are made in this office and fees
such declarations are paid here and turned over to the City
Treasurer. During National and State Elections, these declarations
are forwarded to the Secretary of State but during municipal elections,
they are kept in this office.
for

Ballots for municipal elections must be prepared by the City
Clerk and must be according to the spec'ifications of the law. During
1946, a state Primary Election and State Election were held. A recount
was held for State Senator from this 24th District and this was held
in Concord. In 1947, a caucus, a municipal election, a recount, and
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an entirely new election under the City Manager Plan was held.
Great care must be made in details so that these primaries, elections
and recounts will be held according to the letter of the law.
ordinances and resolutions are kept on file in this office.
all new ordinances and keep all in
readiness for constant calls for explanations concerning them.
All

The City Clerk must publish

all

In conclusion, I should like to say that this office is ready at
times to help anyone at anytime to the best of our ability.

Eileen

Dondero

City Clerk

CITY CLERK, EILEEN DONDERO
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CITY AUDITOR
The

duties of the City Auditor, as outlined

in

ihc City Charter

and the Revised Ordinances, are as follows;

"The City Auditor
city

shall be the general

accounting officer of the

and shall supervise and audit the accounts of every department

thereof."

"He

a general ledger showing the
an appropriation ledger to show
the balance of appropriations available in each department, l3l a
voucher register in distributive form in which all bills, claims and
payrolls numbered consecutively shall be entered and charged against
the appropriation of the department contracting the same, (4) a
receipt register in distributive form in which all receipts shall be
entered daily and credited to the proper account or department, (5)
bond, note and coupon register in which the particulars of all bonds
and notes shall be recorded when issued and all payments properly
entered, (6) real estate and personal property registers, and such
other books and records as the city council may order."

keep

shall

in

his office

financial condition of the city,

(1)

(2)

"Officers in charge of a department when authorized shall nut
order any goods or materials except on requisitions and orders

approved by the

city

auditor."

"No bill against the city shall be ordered paid by the city council,
or paid by the city treasurer until the auditor shall have approved
the same and certified to the city council whether or not said bill was
lawfully contracted; whether or not, if it is for goods or materials,
the prices are reasonable, also whether the goods were actually received by the city, and whether such bill is in favor of a person or
party legally entitled to receive the same under the provisions of this
act. He shall perform such other duties as are now or may hereafter

be required by ordinance or by the city council."
Financial statements for the years 1945, 1946 and 1947 are subherewith for purposes of comparison and for the general

mitted

information of the citizens of Portsmouth.

Jack Fenwick
City Auditor

JANUARY

1,

1945

TO DECEMBER

31,

1945

RECEIPTS
2515.83
1091.G1
442.55
4 481.05

Fines, Municipal Court
Interest on Taxes
Interest en Tax Sales

Licenses
School Revenue
Dog Licenses
Tuition

Rental

Jr.

-

1524.20
15379.00
774.33

High School
29

Auto Registration

Permits
Taxes, 1944 - Property
Taxes, 194 4 - Polls
Taxes, 194 5 - Property
Taxes, 1945 - Polls
Taxes. Previous Years - Polls
Taxes, Previous Years - Property
Taxes, Previous Years - Tax Sales
Taxes, 194 5 - Soldiers Bonus
Taxes, 1944 - Soldiers Bonus
Costs on Taxes - Property
Costs on Taxes - Polls
Cost on Tax Sales
Rents of City Property
Parking Penalties
Ambulance Fees
Revenue Notes Payable

Poor Department

-

Refunds

Highway Divisi'on Revenue
Old Age Assistance Refund
Revenue

Miscellaneous

Sale of Real Estate
State Credits

Payment in Lieu of Taxes
Discount on Taxes

12072.00
37744.83
1987.00
678923.72
11044.00
1222.00
160.47
2264.18
17632.00
3147.46
665.50
454.50
183.18
231.00
347.00
2390.75
300000.00
593.41
18605.73
658.51
1168.84
400.00
38614.97
50761.06
5635.68*

Total Receipts

1.201,845.00

Cash Balance January

1,

194 5

98,344.58
1,300,189.58

*

Signifies

deduction.

1945

DISBURSEMENTS
Board of Appraisers
Jury Drawing

6924.61
90.60
1506.57
14030.83
15193.82
10440.00
77000.00
36946.90
1282.54
3145.78
2505.00
54303.00
11537.31
22916.38
10140.98
176899.94
10891.70
357797.74
26166.21
462.61

Elections
Salaries,

Officials

General Expense
Interest on Debt
Debt Payments

Department
Alarm
Health Department
Fire
Fire

Municipal Court

Department
Poor Department
Public Buildings and Places
Public Library
Police

Highway

Division

Parks and Playgrounds
School Department
Street Lights
Weights and Measures
Miscellaneous:
Vocat-ional

Operation

Training School

2310.90
2497.95
627.13

Swimming Pool

Planning Board
Airport Expense
Operation of Skating
Recreation Project

87.74

Rinks

1023.75
6671.14
30

Parking Area Expense
Vets Temporary Memorial
Tax Sale Purchase
Miscellaneous Items

1229.88
802.40
2877.81
5028.93
350.00
307.85
1750.00
432.31
13991.55
150.00
562.22
621.22

,

Memorial Day Obs.
School Revenue Expense
Cost of Audit
Fourth of July Celebration
Old Age Assistance

Revenue Loan
Revenue Loan
Tax Levy - Property
Tax Levies Polls
Cost on Taxes
Interest on Taxes

Expense

re

Disc'ount on

Refund

-

63.00
2.40
.59

Deeded

Property - Insurance
Refund - Auto Reg. Permits
Claims Against City

147.75
6.44

660.25
834 34.22

County Tax
Revenue Notes Payable

300000.00
1000.00

Seacoast Reg. Dev.
Discount on Taxes Reclaimed

2.00'

Total Disbursements
Less - Acct. Payable - Cancelled

1,266,866.95
35,000.00
1.231.866.95

Cash Balance December 31, 1945

68,322.63
1,300,189.58

*Signifies

JANUARY

1,

1946

deduction.

TO DECEMBER

31,

1946

RECEIPTS
4422.55
1126.11
2915.18
4259.90

Fines, Municipal Court
Interest on Taxes
Interest on Tax Sales

Licenses
School Revenue:
Dog License
Tuition

Rental Jr. High School
Auto Registration Permits
194 6 - Property
1946 - Polls
Taxes, 194 5 - Property
Taxes, 1945 - Polls
Taxes, Previous Year - Polls
Taxes, Previous Years - Property
Taxes, Previous Years - Tax Sales
Taxes, 1945 - Soldiers Bonus
Taxes, 1944 - Soldiers Bonus
Costs on Taxes - Property
Costs on Taxes -Polls
Cost on Tax Sales
Rents of City Property

Taxes

Taxes',

Parking Penalties

Ambulance Fees
Revenue Notes Payable
Poor Department - Refunds
Highway Divisron Revenue

1936.00
17047.22
862.46
18889.85
742495.49
10858.00
36326.39
1854.00
482.00
416.38
2354.32
2966.97
77.41
287.33
332.20
172.05
1057.03
1323.50
2288.75

475000.00
889.29
12023.92
31

Age Assistance Refund
Reimbursements - Bond Funds

Old

333.82
89956.59
250.00
468.03
10291.97
36405.64
50000.00
5735.74
5534.80*

Insurance re Fire Damage
Miscellaneous Revenue
Sale of Real Estate
State Credits

Payment
Refunds

in Lieu of
of Misc.

Taxes

Discount on Taxes
Total Receipts

1,530.571.29

Cash Balance January

1,

1946

68,322.63
1,598,893.92

*

Signifies

deduction.

1946

DISBURSEMENTS
Board of Appraisers
Jury Drawing

8795.99
69.78

Elections
Salaries,

3046.66
15615.00
16000.23
8647.50
76000.00
47903.14
1149.61
4424.98
2556.00
73535.67
16040.86
15778.23
11126.97
187823.52
33739.86
364820.57
24808.21
400.46

Officials

Ceneral Expense
Interest on Debt
Debt Payments

Department
Alarm
Health Department

Fire
Fire

Municipal Court
Pblice

Department

Poor Department
Public Buildings and
Public Library

Highway

Places

Division

and Playgrounds
School Department
Paries

Street Lights

Weigh 's and Measures
Miscellaneous:
Univ. Ext. Program
Operation Swimming

Pool

Planning Board
Portsmouth Community Center
Airpoit Expense
Operation of Skating Rinks
Recreation

Project

1318.29
12.84

Fund

Miscellaneous

G02.00
1225.35
350.00
593. 7G
1153.00
525.00
500.00
200.00
19837.30
150.00
1120.24
477.94
45.00

Items

Memorial Day Obs.
School Revenue Expense
Cost of Audit
Band Concerts
Seacoast Reg. Dev.
Fourth of July Celebration
Old Age Assistance

Expense

re

Revenue Loan

Discount on Revenue Loan

Refund

-

323.91:

718.13
8 291'.9r)

Parking Area Expense
Vets. Temporary Memorial
Cliristmas

2000.00
1065.65
1580.03
295.51

Tax Levy - Pi'operty
Tax Levies - Polls
32

Taxes
Playground
Interest on Taxes
Costs

on

Rental

1.40

60.00

So.

.66

Peddlers Licenses
Soldiers Bonus Tax - To State of N. H.
Refund - Auto Reg. Permits
Claims Against City
Revenue Notes Payable
Trade School Expense
Tax Sales Purchase, 1946
City Yard Building (anticipated bond)
Comfort Station

25.00

21402.34
63.55
101.75
475000.00
13800.26
2241.86
20000.00
5300.00
80680.78

County Tax
Discount on Taxes Reclaimed

Disbursements
Cash Balance December

1.35*

Total

1.573,347.06
31,

1946

25,546.86
1,598,893.92

'Signifies

JANUARY

1,

1947

deduction.

TO DECEMBER

31, 1947

RECEIPTS
Fines, Municipal Court
Interest on Taxes, Polls
Interest on Taxes, Property
Interest on Tax Sales

6381.14
43.60
1216.67
273.15
5499.32

Licenses
School Revenue
Dog Licenses
Tuition
Rental Jr. High School
Auto Registration Permits
Taxes, 1946 - Property
Taxes, 1946 - Polls
Taxes, 1947 - Property
Taxes, 1947 - Polls
Taxes, Previous Years - Polls
Taxes. Previous Years, Property
Taxes, Previous Years, Tax Sales

2378.40
21011.50
1262.31
29850.0-3

4941.12
1698.00
8 7 8817.50
10216.00
195.00
28.96
2 826.23
4

Taxes 1945 - Soldiers Bonus
Taxes, 1944 - Soldiers Bonus
Costs on Taxes - Property
Costs on Taxes - Polls
Cost on Tax Sales
Rents of City Property
Parking Penalties

50.14
13.54
2 81.51
259.20
18.50
,

Ambulance Fees
Revenue Notes Payable
Poor Department - Refunds
Highway Division Revenue
Old Age Assistance Refund
Reimbursement - Swimming Pool
Insurance re Fire Damage
Miscellaneous Revenue
Sale of Real Estate

Swimming

Pool Revenue
Lieu of Taxes (F.H.A.)
Contingent - Refund of Council Expense
Election Filing
State Credits

Payment

in

33

2334.26
3175.00
2458.50
560000.00
1080.82
16333.95
598.07
2 586.26
250.00
199.79
2751.00
1107.52
49671.74
150.00
205.00
39377.41

state Board of Education

48806.62
6773.70*

Discount on Taxes
Total Receipts
Casli

Balance January

1,

$1,731,583.09
25,546.86

1947

$1,757,129.95

Signifies deduction.

1947

DISBURSEMENTS
Board of Appraisers
Jury Drawing

7502.55
52.20
7845.23
15437.37
19310.36
11893.75
81000.00
56646.59
3874.26
4998.69
2758.35
78269.67
22338.92
17968.77
13180.07
193988.53
13675.76
441653.49
24807.92
409.77

Elections
Salaries,

Officials

Expense
Interest on Debt (Bonds)
Debt Payments (Bonds).
Fire Department
General

Fire

Alarm

Health Department
Municipal Court
Police

Department

Poor Department
Public Buildings &
Public Library

Highway
Parks

Places

Division

& Playground

School Department
Street Lights

Weights & Measures
Miscellaneous:
Music Festival
Operation Swimming

Pool

Planning Board
Portsmouth Community Center
Airport Expense
Operation of Skfiting Rinks
Recreation Project

Parking Area Expense
Vets. Temporary Memorial
War Records

26.91

Miscellaneous Items

Memorial Day Obs.
School Revenue Expense
Cost of Audit

Band Concerts
Recreation

Project (Music Training
Fourth of July Celebration

Old Age Assistance

Expense

re

Revenue Loan

Discount on Revenue Loan
Refund - Tax Levy, Property
Tax Levies Polls
Costs on Taxes
Interest on Taxes
Soldiers Bonus Tax - To State
Deeded Property - Insurance
Refund - Auto Reg. Permits
Claims Against City
Contingent Fund

309.91
2009.79
282.74
4578.34
478.65
1487.69
7554.90
1611.79

220.25
382.47
400.00
971.74
1700.00
500.00
378.00
799.96
24047.42
252.41
2067.48
7403.17
24.00
.40
.78

of N. H.

84

2385.50
289.00
172.70
396.30
3553.22

Uevenue Notes Payable

560000.00
3970.33
2447.96

Revised Ordinances

Tax Sale

Purcliase,

1947

Seacoast Reg. Dev. Assn.

500.00
500.00
97446.36
56.10*

Christmas Fund

County Tax
Discount on Taxes Reclaimed
Total Disbursements
Cash Balance December

31,

$1,746,706.32
10,423.63

1947

.$1,757,129.95

Signifies deduction.

PARKING METERS
In March, 1946 the City of Portsmouth placed a contract with
Magee-Hale Park-0-Meter Co. of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma for
four hundred (400) Model "E" Universal-Automatic Park-0-Meters

with registering coin counters, at a total cost of $23,742.50.

1946 the meters were delivered and three hundred
were installed by the contractors in the business
section of the city, the remaining twenty-three (23) being retained
by the city, as additions and replacements.
In October,

s>eventy-seven

(377)

The contract provided
be

made on

a

monthly basis

that

"Payment

at the rate of

ions during the trial period (6 months)
duce payments to 50% of gross meter

;

of

75%

thereafter the city
collections

A statement of gross receipts and payments
submitted as follows:
Months

above amount to

the

of gross meter collect-

to

the

may

re-

paid for."
contractors is

until

Gross jeceipts, October 1946
Gross receipts, January

1,

to

1947

to

December 31, 1946
December 31, 1947

$8,201.24
35,154.28

Total Gross receipts

5,355.52

Expenses, October 1946 to December 31, 1947;

Payments
Payments

to contractors

<''?75%

$11,968.41

to contractors

@50%

11,774.09

Special Police (2)

Bank charge

5,100.24

for counting coins $35. per

mo.

525.00

Miscellaneous expenses

412.90

Total Expenses

Net Revenue, October 1946

$29,780.64
to

December

Based on the rate of receipts for the
it

is

31, 1947

fifteen

estimated that the net revenue from

months

$13,574.88
listed above,

Parking Meters

approximately $30,000.00 per year.

$>s&fef;"","*s?

atlWS;

uMw ajsapai

PLEAS. \ XT STKKKT, SHOWINC PARKING
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METERS

will

be

CITY TREASURER
The City Treasurer is elected by a majority vote of the City
Council for a term of one year, paying a salary of $2500 per annum.
The duties of the treasurer include receiving all money belonging to
the city and paying all bills duly ordered to be paid by the City Council
for which the

mayor

make

shall

the draft, also

making

certain that

vouchers have been signed by the auditor and mayor. All money
received from the Water Works are kept separate and used exclusively
for the water works, paying all bills and claims for expenditures after
having been approved by the Board of Public Works. All accounts
pertaining to the Water Works must be kept separately. All records
and forms used in the treasurer's office must comply with the requirements of the City Auditor. Any other duties required by the City
Council, city charter or general laws of the state shall be performed by
ihe City Treasurer.
all

The City Treasurer

sum

office.

required to give a bond

is

to the city in the

thousand dollars before entering the duties of the
The premiums of such surety bond are paid by the city.

of

thirty

The books

of the treasurer of the city of Portsmouth were audited

for the year 1946 by Peish, Angell & Co., accountants and auditors

from Norwich, Vermont and found

A

similar audit will probable be

to

be accurate and in good order.

made

for the year 1947.

At the beginning of each year the council authorizes the borrowing of such sum of money as is deemed necessary to pay current expenditures in anticipation of taxes. Such sum is advertised for bids. The
City of Portsmouth has been able to get excellent rates-the fact having
been established that its credit rating is considered one of the best.

A new

source of revenue was added to the City of Portsmouth
parking meters. These have proved to be
satisfactory to most everyone, besides providing an additional revenue.
This money is kept in a separate account from which is paid the salaries
of two policemen and any other expense incurred by the upkeep of
after the installation of the

the meters.

The balance in the municipal bank account on January 1. 1946,
not including bonds or parking meters, was $68,322.63. The receipts
for the year 1946 totalled $1,055,571.29. The disbursements for the
year totalled $1,098,347.06.
The balance in the Water Department on January 1, 1946 was
$65,143.74. The receipts for the year 1946 totalled $141,977.56. The

disbursements for the year totalled $139,833.22.
25,546,86
Municipal account balance January 1, 1947
$1,731,583.09
Total of 1947 receipts
1,746,706.32
Total of 1947 vouchers
"

Bal.

on band, December 31, 1947

Balance in Water Dept. January
Total of 1947 Receipts
Total Expenditures
Bal. on hand,

1,

December
37

1947

31,

$10,423.63
34,982.01
152,642.26
156,131.51

1947

$31,492.76

THE BOARD OF APPRAISERS
The Board
to

appraise

of Appraisers consists of three

all real estate in

men whose duly

it

is

the city, to arrive at the tax rate, and to

assess the citizens on the basis of the tax rate.

Each year the appraisers send out to every citizen owning personal property a personal property valuation certificate which must
he filled out and returned. On the basis of this return, plus the real
estate property appraiser, estimated income and estiiuated expenditures, the tax rate is

found.

The tax rate for 1946 was $35.50 per thousand dollars of assessed valuation. Thlis is the largest tax rate the city has ever had and is
$1.50 higher than the 1945 tax rate. However, this is to be expected
with the cost of everything from labor to supplies being higher than
they have ever been before. The County tax rate was the highest that
it had ever been. Portsmouth was assessed $80,680.78 or $5.10 per
person as its share of Rockingham County's expenditure.
The total taxable valuation of property in the city of Portsmouth
$22,433,570.00. This represents an increase of $1,425,157.23 over
the previous year. Expectations for 1947 are even higher. Portsmouth
has a great deal of nontaxable property in schools, churches, church
parishes, city, state and federal owned property, although the city
receives about $50,000 a year for taxes on Wentworth Acres.
is

A comparison

of the tax rates with other years

is

as follows:

1941 -

32.70

1944 - $32.00
1945 - 34.00

1942 -

33.50

1946

--

35.50

32.00

1947 -

37.00

1940 - $29.50

1943 -

As our

cost of living has

gone up so has the

cost of our govern-

ment.

The city assessors had $820,968.74 in taxes receivable for the
year 1946. This was an increase of $42,320.96 over the year 1945.
city appraisers office makes out the poll tax bills, the propappraisal bills, the inventory tax bills, the personal valuation
certificates, and keeps a record of all citizens in the city. In the last
census taken in 1946 it was found that the city had 15,618 permanent
residents. This office also records all changes made in deeds, all
property transactions, all changes made in property valuations, all
alterations and additions made to buildings. It keeps a complete set
of lot maps so that one may learn exactly where his lot runs and
where the boundry lines are, also in the office are kept an active file
on citizens who are eligible to pay a poll tax, those exempt either
over 70 years old or veterans and an inactive file on those citizens who

The

erty

have moved out of the

city.
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TAX COLLECTION
J.

Warren Somerby

Tax

Collector

The Tax Collector is apt to be an unpopular man at City
Hall since he is the individual who collects from the public the
following: the city tax on automobiles; personal property taxes;
tax on farmer's livestock; the stock-in-trade tax on businesses; the
real estate tax on property; the poll tax.
The amount
is

of uncollected taxes carried by

indicated by this table:

Year

the

Tax Collector

Amount
Amount
Amount

paid out in 1945

S 9,998.16

paid out in 1946

14,216.63

1947

22,208.03

paid out

in

The Poor Department also handles Old Age Assistance. Twentyamount paid by the federal and state governments
is paid by the city. The following totals show the city's share of the
Old Age Assistance:
.$15,366.35
Old Age Assistance 1945
20,570.97
Old Age Assistance 1946
26,389.68
Old Age Assistance 1947

five per cent of the

RECREATION COMMISSION
Francjs T. Malloy, Director

Mayor Mary C. Dondero inaugurated the
Recreation Commission for the City of Portsmouth. This commission was composed of five members including a representative
from the board of education, one from the board of street commissioners, and three other citizens who were interested in recreation. The
first commission consisted of the Mayor, Mrs. Waldo Pickett, Stowe
Wilder, John Jacobsmeyer, Fred V. Hett,Jr., and John Kane. Francis
In the spring of 1945,

first

T. Malloy was elected director for the summer program. Ten playgrounds were opened for the various parts of the city and staffed by

capable instructors. The next project the commission undertook was
to clean and open the municipal swimming pool at Pierce Island.
This proved very successful and was an important part of the recreation program.
In 1946, the commission approved a year round program for
children and adults. Four skating areas with lights for night skating
were made available and kept cleared throughout the winter.
In the spring an adult soft-ball leagur ua*^

fonued consisting of

six teams.

The summer program got under way with all instructors being
given a course of instruction by a director from the University of
New Hampshire. One new playground was added at the Junior High

A course in arts and crafts was opened for boys and girls
and music instruction was given three days a week, free of charge,
under the direction of Mr. David Kushious, supervisor of music in

School.

the public schools.

In 1947, two new skating rinks were added; one at the New
Franklin School and the other on Greenland Road. A new hockey
rink was erected at the Plains. This provided ample skating for all
sections of the city.

Adult Softball proved very successful and six additional teams
entered the city league. Three teams from Portsmouth entered the
state tournament at Claremont, N. H.
40

Land was given

the City of Portsmouth by the trustees of the
Bailey Aldrich estate for a new playground. Also, a new
playground was made for the children at Pamiaway Manor. Additional
equipment, consisting of tables, benches, slides, and swings, was purchased.

Thomas

Extensive repairs were made on the swinnning pool. A new
cement bottom and sides with a scum gutter were constructed. Also,
a four foot cement walk was made completely around the pool. This
pool is one of the largest in New England, being 30()ft. long and
90ft. wide. Fresh water from the city water suipply, at the rate of
700 gallons per minute, is added each day. The depth ranges from
10ft. to 18 inches. The surrourrding was graded and seeded -- the first
step in beautifying Pierce Island, and making it an attractive recreation area for young and old.

The Pool was dedicated by Mayor, Mary C. Dondero to the veterans of Portsmiouth and proper exercises were held. The plaque was
a gjft of the

Mayor.

Late in the

summer another

for playground use, by

William

lot
J.

of land

Cater,

was given

making

the

to

total

th?

of playgrounds for the city, twelve.

Breaking Ground For Thomas Bailey Aldricli
41

city

number

I^laygroiind
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PORTSMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY
Dorothy M. Vaughan, Librarian

The Portsmouth Public Library completed
to

Academy building

the public in the old

and Congress Streets

its

51st year of service

at the

corner of Middle

December 1947.

in

This library had its beginning in lo74 when the Young People's
Union of the South (Unitarian) Parish began collecting books to
form a small library. This literary institution occupied rooms at
the corner of Vaughan and Congress Streets, over what used to be the

Coleman's Drug Store.

By 1881 the library had outgrown its quarters and a room in the
Customs House was secured for a few months. Later the library was removed to the anteroom in Congress Hall, and later another hall was
secured in Franklin Hall. There are many patrons of the library today
who can recall when they used to get their current reading from the
library in Congress Hall.

1884 the Mercantile Library Association merged with the
People's Union and the books from both libraries were pooled
forming the Portsmouth Public Library. By 1896 the library had
In

Young

outgrown its quarters again and the City leased the Old Academy
building; spent $8,000.00 in repairing and remodelling the building
and in December of that year the Portsmiou'th Public Library began
its career under its own roof. And now the year 1948 has rolled
around and again the library has outgrown its quarters. It is hoped
that the much needed and talked about addition, in the true Bulfinch
style, may soon become a reality for the Old Academy building is
creaking under its load of 58,633 volumes.
Since 1880, when the first librarian was appointed three librarians
have served the reading public of Portsmouth; Mr. Robert E. Rich,
Miss Hannah G. Fernald, and Miss Dorothy M. Vaughan.
Slajj

of

the Portsmoulh

Public Library

Miss Dorothy M. Vaughan, Librarian
Assistants

Miss Frances M. Anderson
Mrs. Elinor H. Pingree

Miss Marjorie
Mrs. Aurelia
Trustees

of

J.

Chandler

Hodgman

The Portsmouth Public Library

Mr. E. Curtis Matthews

Mr. Charles H. Batchelder

Mrs. Irving E. S'towe

Mrs. Edward T. Wendell

Rev. William Safford Jones

Miss Ellen Moses

Miss Katharine Flanigan

Mr. Samuel Levy
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN
Number
Number

of volumes in the Library January
of

volumes added during 1947

Number

of

worn

Number

of volumes in the Library January

1,

1917

55,238
4,246

59,484

New

volumes discarded

out

borrowers registered

Magazines subscribed
Magazines
Total

Volumes issued

home

Fiction

Adult

non-fiction

Juvenile

to

1,223

78

1946

1947

80,635

92,116

Gain 11,481

43,117

50,072

Gain

24,367

25,319

Gain

952

13,151

16,725

Gain

3,574

Books borrowed from other
Books loaned

1947

58,633

6

of magazines

use

L 1948

72

to

presented

number

for

in

851

libraries

in

other libraries in 1947
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1947

97

45

6,955

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Since 1895 the Police Department has been supervised by a
Commission appointed by the Governor of the State of New Hampshire.

The present Commissioners are:
Orel A. Dexter
Chairman

Term

-

J.
J.

Verne Wood
Paul Griffin,

Jr.

Clerk

-

expires
"
"

"
"

Sept. 1,

1950

Sept. 1, 1949
Sept. 1, 1948

The active Department consists of 28 permanent men, including
6 Senior Officers, 20 Patrolmen, 2 Meter Men. Senior officers are:
Marshall, Leonard Hewitt
Marshall, Frank DeMars
Captain,
Dougal McLean
Dennis Kelly
Inspector
Timothy Connors
Sergeant
Sergeant
Martin Betz
City

Ass't

During the last War, eight of the active Department served in
armed forces of the United States, namely, Sergeant Betz, Officers
Burns, Coleman, Estey, McGraw, Osborn, Vetter and Whitehouse.
the

On December 1, 1947 it became necessary for Officer Francis
Hurley, due to physical disability, to retire from the Department, after
25 years of loyal and faithful ser\^ice.
In

addition

to

regular

the

Officers appointed annually

department,

The Police Department appropriation
Salaries

for 1947

& Men

Officers

-

there

are

40 Special

was

as follows:

by the Commissioners.

$72,000.

($100 per man)

Uniform Allowance
New Police Car

2,600.
1.200.

Telephone
Department Supplies & Equipment
Auto Supplies & Maintenance
Insurance

-

700.

oOO.
1500.

Liability

1,200.

$80,000.

The

City Marshall's Report for 1947 shows the following arrests;

Arrests for
Assaults

out-of-town

officials

11

14
157

Automobile offences
Breaking, Entering & Robbery
Disorderly Conduct

Drunkeness
Escaped Prisoner
Forgery
Keeping Liquor for Sale
Selling Spirituous Liquors
Larceny
Non-support
45

8
11

363
1

2
3
5

8
6

Safe Keeping
Violating City Ordinances
Other Offences

26
117
8

During the year, the Department recovered and returned
stolen property valued

at

to

owners

$3195.00.

There were 559 lodgers acconnnodated

at the Police Station

and

the Night Patrolmen reported 242 store doors found open.

The police patrol cars made 2451 trips during 1947.
The Police Department is equipped with two radio cars connected
with the State Police radio system in addition to one patrol car and

ambulance.

and

These radio equipped cars enable the Department to give prompt
any part of the City immediately.

efficient service to

The 378 parking meters which were installed in Portsimouth
October 1946 are supervised by the 2 Meter Officers.

in

During 1947, the income from the meters amounted to $34,749.22.
of operation was approximately $5000. including the

The expense

salaries of the 2 officers.

The meters
collections are

money

the

is

are checked and require winding twice a week. Meter
taken directly to the Bank where

made weekly and

counted and deposited

In addition to the

money

parking violations amounted

in a separate

Meter Account.

collected by the meters, the fines for

to

$3175.

1947.

in

The receipts of the Meter Department are mot credited to the
Police Department, but go into the general income of the City to be
used on highway and traffic improvements and maintenance.
In concluding this brief report, the Police Commission wishes to
the loyal and efficient group of men who carry on the active
work of the Police Department, necessary for the protection of our

commend
citizens.

Many of the Police Department are native sons of Portsmouth,
are citizens and taxpayers and reside here with their families. They
to'o, are interested in the prosperity and progress of our City.

all

They do not enjoy making arrests,
preservation of law and order require it.
They serve us night and day,
and

all

all

in winter

and summer,

all

seasons

is

often a hard unpleasant job, and we ask the cooperation
Portsmouth, whenever it is possible, in making the

citizens of

task of law enforcement an easier one for these

us

in all

weather.

Theirs
of

and only do so when the

so faithfully

in

our

own

Respectfully

Orel
J.
J.

men who

Police Department.

A.

Verne

submitted,

Dexter

Wood

Paul Griffin, Jr.
Police Commissioners
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PUBLIC WORKS
Board of

Street

Commissioners

The Board of Street Commissioners, composed of three commissioners elected by the people, has jurisdiction and control over
the department of streets, water, bridges, sewers, parks, playgrounds,
and appoints the Superintendent of the Highway and Water Departments. The mayor, ex-offico, is chairman of the board and one of
the

members

elected clerk.

is

Water Department

The water department

city

is a municipal corporation owned by the
and operated for benefit of the citizens of Portsmouth.

The

Portsmouth pumps

of

city

are 45 to 70 feet deep, located at the
stations.

The

water from

its

industrial water for the city

Station where

it

is

108 wells that

Haven and Sherburne pumping
comes from the Brookhaven

taken from a large brook.

684,825,099 gallons of water were pumped to the city during
1945. January, 1945 showed the highest total of 61,263,137 gallons
due to the flooding of skating rinks.
In 1945, a 2,000 foot extention of the 8" main in Greenland was

along Portsmouth Avenue, supplying water to homes in that
At the Sherburne and Haven Stations a change was made
from steam pumps to electric pumps.

laid

section.

716,776,835 gallons of water were

pumped

to

the city in 1946.

consumption of 63,826,180 gallons. The
largest day's pumping was July 27th with 2,401,750 gallons. The
shortest day's pumping was 1,573,900 gallons on the shortest day
July

showed the

of the year,

largest

December 22nd.
^^

^

,

new main was laid from Peverly Hill Road along
Highway to Elwyn Park, adding 12 new hydrants to
the water system. Three extentions of small water mains were made
on Echo Avenue, Barberry Lane, and Cass St. to the rear of Albany
In

1946, a

the Lafayette

Street.

Highway Department
The Highway Department

is

responsible

collection of ashes and rubbish, street building
cleaning, building and repairing of sidewalks,

sewage disposal,
and repairing, street
care of parks and

for

playgrounds, and snow removal.

During 1946 approximately 65 inches of snow fell. The snow
plow traveled 240 miles removing the snow, while a considerable
amount of sand and about 25 tons of rock salt were used to overcome
the ice on sidewalks and streets.
47

About 300 miles of streets are cleaned annually by manual labor
and 1,080 miles by the Austin-Wheeler Street Sweeper.
Each spring and summer all city trees are sprayed to prevent
damaged bv storms or otherwise damaged are taken

diseases. Trees

down.
In 1945 skating rinks with flood lights were erected at the old
Greenland Road gravel pit, Atlantic Heights, Lafayette School, and
the South Mill Pond. A rink was constructed at the New Franklin
School in 1946 and the Greenland Road rink was enlarged.

all

All garbage, rubbish and ashes are
homes and business establishments.

week from
burned at the

collected once a
All

refuse

is

city incinerator.

All street lines are painted twice a year in the

downtown area

and signs are repaired and repainted.

REPORT OF AIRPORT COMMISSION
The Portsmouth Airport was taken by the Navy in an agreement
entered into by the City of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and the
U. S. Navy on September 15, 1944.
Following the war, it was returned to the City of Portsmouth
and is now one of the finest airports in New England. It consists of
466 acres with excellent runways.
At the present time, it is available for private companies and
companies may obtain leases from the City of Portsmouth.
Yankee Airways, Skyhaven, Inc. and the Northeast Airlines have
these

leases at the present time.

The Portsmouth Airport

is

regulated by the Airport Commission

established by city ordinance in 1944.

Mary

C.

Dondero

Chairman, Ex Officio
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feOARD OF HEALTH
In 1945, the
in a large

newly organized Board of Health was given quarters

room on

the second floor in City Hall. Last year, a clerk

was provided. Needless to say, both of these circumstances have been
greatly appreciated by the Board, and have helped it get started on a
city health program.

One of the Board's first acts was to reduce the size and simplify
form of the licenses for restaurants and sellers of milk and cream
and to add licenses for sellers of meat, fish and poultry. A careful
check was made of all such places of business in the city and following
a visit, in most instances, by the sanitary inspector, one hundred
thirty-two establishments were licensed. Fees received from these
the

licenses amiounted to S626.00.

General Health

from 1945

to mid-1947, general health conditions
have been good. Fortunately, the predicted epidemic of influenza in
1946-47 did not materialize.

In the period

Communicable Diseases
Measles was the only disease of this type prevalent in any considerable numbers. In 1945-46, there were four hundred thirty-nine
cases. However, only one case was reported in 1946-47. Scarlet fever
showed a very low incidence, only eight cases in the whole period.
There was the usual incidence of whooping cough, mumps and
chicken pox.

One

case

o.f

of

The
diphtheria was

poliomyelitis.

was reported this year and one of
was an abortive case, however. One case

meningitis
latter

hospitalized.

Nuisances And Sources Of Danger To The Public Health
Three hundred fifty complaints concerning conditions relating
to the improper keeping of certain animals, fowl, etc., septic tanks,
drainage into brooks, faulty plumbing, uncleanliness in dwellings
and other buildings and premises, overcrowded sleeping-rooms dumping on beach, improper containers for gai^bage, noisome odors,
etc., etc., were received, investigated and corrected.

New

City

Ordinance

Relating

To Restaurant And Other

Dining

Room Employees
In 1947, an ordinance requiring these employees to file a Health
with the Board of Health annually was passed by the

Certificate

City Council. Plans for its enforcement were immediately set up by
the Board with the very satisfactory result that one hundred ninety-six
individuals visited their physicians and filed certificates.

Looking Forward
the Health Department is naturally
which
The free clinics in
District Nursing
vitally interested, but which are conducted by the
Association and the New Hampshire Tuberculosis Association with
49
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HeaUh Department and which have heen
about the city and operated under inadequate facilities,
will in the near future, be housed on the second floor in the building
now under construction, centrally located on Porter Street, the lower
floor of which will pro\ide the public rest roioms. It is confidently
expected that this Iniilding will be the. best of its kind in the state
and that it will be something the people of the city can be proud of.
the oocperation of the State

scattered

The Board is now engaged in putting together a Public Health
Code for the City of Portsmouth. When it is completed and approved
by the City Council and the State Health Department, it is planned
publish it in booklet form. The value of a knowledge by everyone
of the regulations of the Board of Health and the public health laws
cannot be over-estimated. This will also put the Board in a much
better position not only to enforce its rules, but will help it make all
the citizens of Portsmouth its partners in eliminating sources of danger
to the public health.
to

Recommendation
The Board recommends that the necessary repairs be made to
put the incinerator in good working condition together with conven-- water and toilet facilities; that the cooperation
Department be solicited to prevent vandalism or a
special policeman be employed; that two more men be put to work

iences for employees

of

the

Police

at the city dump; that the 'ordinance relating to disposal of garbage,
paper, tin cans, ashes and other material requiring separation of
combustible and non-combustible material be enforced although an
additional truck may be. required. These recommendations are made
because conditions at the city dump are deplorable with a most
unnecessary amount of burning out on the dump when it should be
in the incinerator with a consequent sparing of the residents of the
area the constant disconnfort from clouds of smoke which they are at
present subjected to. The separation plan is the only one which will

make

the plant

work

efficiently.

The Board has every

intention of increasing

its

efforts to

the city a better place to live in so far as the public health

is

make

concerned.

CITY SOLICITOR
The

City Solicitor

is

the legal representative of the city in all

its

duty of drafting ordinances and orders of
interpretations of contracts, preparation
the
council,
the mayor or city
and departments,
of leases, furnishing legal opinions for city officials
and the prosecution in police court of all suits and complaints brought
by the city marshall or the Board of Health for the violation of any
ordinance of the city or any state law.
business.

city

Upon him

falls the

legal activities, the
In 1946, in addition to regular departmental
670 cases in police court.

solicitor prosecuted

The

writing, all
solicitor reports annually to the city council, in
that
in his deparment and any other information

unfinished business
may be important.
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DEPARTMENT

FiftE

George T. Cogan, Chief
In 1945 the city oouncil passed an ordinance creating a twoplatoon system which increased the personnel from thirteen to seventeen men. This includes one permanent Chief, two permanent Assistant
Chiefs, and fourteen permanent men. In addition the department has
a

Company and two Engine Companies made up

call

During 1945 a total of 355 hell and still alarms, 37 of which
of the city, were answered. The fire damage for the year

Ladder
men.
were out
1945 was
of which

of forty-five

S57,715.76 on property valued at $1,041,300.00, $53,970.00
was covered hy insurance, leaving a net loss for the year
of $3,745.00. During the year the ambulance made 367 trips, 131 of

which were out of the

city.

During 1946, a total of 373 bell and still alanns, 35 of them
out of town, were answered. Fire damage amounted to $27,413.41 on
property valued at $2,549,453.62, $25,232.41 of which was covered
by insurance, leaving a net loss of $2,181.00 for the year. During the
year the ambulance made 366 trips, 115 of these were out of town.
The city purchased from the government a 1942 Chevrolet, 500 gal.
pumper which was stationed here during the war.

A total of 18 bell and 194 still alarms have been answered
during the first six months of 1947. Fire damage has been $70,532.52
on property valued at $404,550.00, of which $13,332.52 was covered
by insurance, leaving a net loss so far this year at $57,200.00. The
ambulance has made 223 trips during the first six months of this year,
84 of these were out of the city. The council has voted to purchase
uniforms for the permanent firemen this year.
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Board
Mayor, Mary
Marion M. Badger

Thomas

J.

Edmation

of
C.

Downs

Pearl S. Gray
William Safford Jones
Harry W. Peyser

Dondeio, Chairman
Arthur Acy Rouner
John E. Seybolt
John C. Shaw
James E. Whalley
Stowe Wilder

Mary

Reginald P. Reed

Board

Education

of

T.

Committees,

Woods
1947

Committee on High Schools -- Peyser, Jones, Badger, Wilder
Committee on Elementary Schools -- Gray, Woods, Downs, Re;'d
Committee on Schoolhouses -- Seybolt, Walley, Shaw, Reed
('ommittee on Finance -- Dondero, Peyser, Gray, Seybolt
Superintendent of Schools
Rayni'ond

L

Beal

Cost of Operation

1945
1946
1947

-

-

-

-

-

-

Enrollment

$356,512.24
S376,231.31
$432,520.29
-

June, 1945
June, 1946

June, 1947

Average Mendiership

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

2985
2976
3028

Organization
of Portsmoulh is organized on lli.'
K-6-3-3 plan -- Kindergarten, six years elementary school, three years
Junior High, and three years Senior High. This plan has been in effect
since 1931 when the new Junior High School building was completed.
It has proven to be an efficient type of organization, one which prepares well the youth of our city to take their places in the world of
affairs. Approximately 25% of the High School graduates enter post

The public school system

secondary institutions.
Attention

is

not only given to the proper teaching of the basal
is given in the vocational, business,
fields. Portsmouth High School is one of the very

subjects, but extensive training

and homemaking

few high schools in New Hampshire that includes Sociology and
Psychology in their programs of study. The newer phases of education
iiuch as radio, guidance, and physical education are not neglected.
Radio broadcasting activities began in Junior High School in 1939
with the organization of the Radio Club. Today the emphasis has
shifted from broadcasting to the appreciation, selection, and uss of
radio programs. The accompanying photograph shows a group of
boys and girls of an eighth grade English class using the school's
public address system while working on their radio unit.
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The Guidance Program was

first organized in the Junior High
1932. Expansion of this important phase of education to
other scho'ols has been slow, and it now appears to be one of the more

School

in

important projects

Portsmouth
of

physical

assistants,

of

all

to

is

be developed during the coming year.

fortunate in having a well-organized department
The Physical Director and three full-time

education.

plus

and

teacher-assistants

activities

including

health

teacher-coaches,

instruction,

have

gynmasium

charge
classes,

intra-murals, and athletic contests.

Teaching Staff

Portsmouth public schools are manned by 135 competent men
and women teachers. Fifteen have Master's Degrees, forty-four have
Bachelor's Degrees, and seventy-six have either two or three years
of preparation. Included in the 135 are the following Directors
Physical Education, Music, and Art; also two assistants, one in
Physical Education and one in Music.
-

The teacher replacement situation is bad. Our salaries are low,
and properly prepared teachers are scarce. The new salary schedule,
carrying maximums of $2500.00 for teachers with two years of
training; $2700.00 for teachers with three years of training; $3000.00
for teachers with Bachelor's Degrees; and $3200.00 for teachers
holding Master's Degrees, is satisfactory for the present, but very
few of the staff are at the proper level for their training and experience.

Retirement Plan

An Enabling Act passed in 1931 permits the City of Portsmouth
lo grant a pension to all teachers o'f thirty years service in the city
when they retire. Twelve teachers are now enjoying this privilege.
Recent legislative amendments to the State Teachers' Retirement Law
seem to make it necessary for a complete study to be made to determine the effects that they may have upon our local retirement plan.
Transportation
Five hundred ninety-six pupils were transpoined during the
year 1946-47 at a cost of $11,342.95. The Boston & Maine

school

Transportation

Company provided

excellent

service

throughout the

year.

Buildings

The school plant consists of ten buildings - one Senior High,
one Junior High, and eight elementary. These buildings are in need
added to the high
of many repairs. Yearly cuts in the school budget,
to
it impossible
cost of' labor and scarcity of materials have made
keep the plant

in

good condition.

High School
are well aware of the inadequacy of the present
building complete with
It will be necessary to erect a new
the movement which
athletic'^facilities within the next few years, and

We

building.
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has already been started
should continue.

to

purchase a

site

for the proposed building

Improvements
of Education asked the City Council to float a bond
May, 1947. The money was made available to

The Board

issue for their use in

the

and

in November and will be used to purchase new
make necessary repairs and alterations.

Board
to

equipnieiil

The installation of sprinkler systems for fire protection in the
Farragut, Whipple, Haven, Lafayette, and New Franklin schools is
well under way and will be completed in the spring of 1948. Fire
escapes have also been placed on both ends of the Junior High School
gymnasium to provide further protection for those who are seated
during

in the balconies

A new

fluorescent

athletic contests.

lighting

system

has

been

installed

in

the

Lafayette school. Included in the bond issue is money for the improvement of the lighting systems in four other elementary schools. Work
will not start in these schools until a further study of schoolhouse
lighting has been made.

New Equipment
The bond issue has als-o provided money for new equipment
Department of the Senior High School. Two
ftor the Commercial
calculating machines and one new mimeograph have already been
delivered to the Commercial Department of the Senior High School,
and orders for a combined adding, figuring, and bookkeeping machine
and another adding machine have been placed. The addition of this
equipment will adequately modernize this department.

Two

electric

been added
School.

to

sewing machines and a new electric refrigerator have
Home Economics Department in the Junior High

the

Mechanical drawing equipment for the Senior High School and
hand tools for all shops will be purchased as soon as they are available.

Music Festival
was host to the New England Music Festival
May 23 and 24. Six thousand boys and girls from all
New England gathered here for their annual festival. The

Portsmouth
Association on
sections of

cooperation

of

the

School Department, City Government, Chamber
a grand

Commerce, and the citizens of Portsmouth made this event
success. The Festival Association reported that it was one

of

of their

most successful meetings.

The Future
Looking into the future one sees the need for a well-organized
Guidance Department covering the entire school system; proper lunchroom facilities at the Junior High School; a longer school day in the
Senior High School, which would provide for an activity period each
day; the re-establishment of the Dental Clinic; provision for a
56

complete physical examination for each child in the system at least
once every three years; the modernization of our older elementary
buildings; and the erection of a new Senior High School on a site
large enough to provide for all the requirements of a modern physical
education plant. These problems or projects must be attacked with
courage and without delay.

SCHOOL DEPARTMENT BOND ISSUE
1.

Junior High School
a.

b.
2.

Cement Apron
Rebuilding Rogers Street Gate
Grading & Seeding Lawn
Resurfacing back driveway

$ 3,000.00

Floor Covering

$10,000.00

Whipple School
Gutters

Copper

-

Materials & Labor
Staging
Brick Work
3.

$3,500.00
2,000.00
2,000.00

Lafayette School

Heating Plant
4.

$8,000.00

Haven School
Repairs on Roof
Brick Work
Carpenter Work

5.

$2,000.00

Sherburne School

Hot-Topping Playground
6.

$7,500.00

New

$5,700.00

Lighting Systems

Haven New Franklin
Whipple Lafayette
-

$15,000.00

-

Farragut
7.

-

Atlantic Heights

New Equipment

-

Commercial Department

Typewriters

$2,000.00
2,000.00

Commercial Machines
Furniture
8.

New Equipment

$4,000.00
-

Home Economics Department

Sewing Machines & Cooking Equipment
9.

New Equipment
Hand Tools

-

$

750.00

Mechanic Arts Department

Machines

$5,000.00

Drafting Tables
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10,

Sprinkler Systems

Basement

School

Haven

Water Dept.

Corridors

S2,500.0()

S500.00

S600.00

Farragut

2,000.00

500.00

200.00

2,700.00

Whipple

3,000.00

800.00

250.00

4,050.00

Lafayette

2,000.00

400.00

400.00

2,800.00

New

2.500.00

500.00

600.00

3,600.00

Franklin

.'ii;3.600.00

$16,750.00

Door Locks
Haven & Farragut

11. Safety

$500.00

Sherburne & Wentworth

12.

Clocks

13.

Buzzers for Junior High School Clocks

14. Office

15. Fire
16.

Equipment

Escapes

at

-

$400.00
$100.00

$500.00

Central Office

Junior High

Gym

$1 ,500.00

$1,500.00

School Furniture

17. Toilets
lo.

-

at Atlantic

$750.00

Heights School

Junior High School Locker

Room

Repairs

TOTAL

.lUNTOR

$2,000.00

$84,950.00

HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS WORKINC! ON RADIO UNIT
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PLANNING BOARD REPORT
The Planning Board,

publishing this report, does so with the
Portsmouth a complete
analysis of the City's finanaial transactions during the past six years,
and the probable trends during the next six years.
in

sole purpose of presenting to the citizens of

The Planning Board became conscious

several years ago of the
Portsmouth's capital outlays for new streets, sidewalks,
sewers, public buildings, etc., were authorized as each case presented
itself, without the benefit of any long-range plan of the future requirements of the City. Like many other cities and towns throughout
the country, Portsmouth had no conscious program, no clear future
objective toward which the annual appropriations were aimed. Il
was mioving into the future as one moves into a dark room, a step at
a time, not knowing until they were encountered what obstacles lay
ahead.
fact

that

The first step was to request all City Department Heads to list,
by years all projects for the six-year period 1946 to 1951, which they
were convinced would be absolutely necessary and desirable. This was
done and several group meetings of these department heads were
held at which times a careful analysis of these projects was made, and
in some instances, due to financial limits, proposed projects were not
included in the six-year program but were listed in the column headed
"Future."

Based upon these projected budgets as proposed by the heads of
it was possible to forecast with reasonable accuracy the probable trend in each item of income and expense for
the next six years. This report includes various tabulations that show
clearly and simply what the City's income has been, in its various
elements, and what has been paid out, year by year since 1938, as
debt service and for various departmental operating expenses.
the various City departments,

Due to the delay in producing this report, we
many appropriations have already been made which

are aware that
are chargeable

the 1946 Budget that are not included in the tables,
based upon the Budget as originally passed.
to

which are

Certain facts of some significance that appear in the tabulations are
worthy of comment. Only very slight expenditures for Capital Outlays
were made prior to 1941, after which increased expenditures of a
war-emergency nature occured. An accumulation of needed work
must be met in the near future and this is indicated in the enlarged
program shown from 1947 to 1951.

Bond issues are necessary if large expenditures of this sort are
be financed over a period of years so as to prevent undue increases
in current tax levies. If the expenditures indicated are found lo be
absolutely necessary, as the Planning Board believes is the case, there
seems to be no alternative method of financing them.
to
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Table B, Miscellaneous Statistics, indicates a gradual rise in
assessed values to a total of $24,000,(X)() in 1951. If this increase devel1946 and

just

under $40.

in

m

table B rising to just over $40.
1951, but under $37. in 1947 and about

shown on

ops, the tax rates will be as

$38. in the other years.

The rise in tax rates in the postwar years is not peculiar to
Portsmouth. It is an experience being shared by most other cities and
towns and is the result of factors that tended to prevent rises during
the war and that will require added expenditures after the war, thus
delaying and accenting an upward trend in tax rates which would
have been more gradual and with an earlier start if it had not been
for wartime conditions.
This situation is eased in communities that have been permitted to
accumulate some surpluses during the peak years of war activity. In
1943-44 legislation was considered in many states that would permit
cities and towns fco set aside from surplus or by appropriation into a
Reserve Fund sums for later use in financing Capital Outlays. Legislation of this sort was passed in some 30 states, including New Hampshire, which latter, however, permitted it to apply lonly to Towns and
Villages, districts, counties and water departments, cities being excluded from the act. Thus Portsmouth faces the future with only its annual
tax levy as a source of funds and insufficient borrowing power unless
the legislature will permit the issuance of certain bonds outside the
debt limit.
Part of the problem now facing Portsmouth is the recent increase
department operating expenses. In 1938 these amounted to $526,868.
In 1945 they were $744,527, an increase of 40^^^ with a further increase

in

4y2% as estimated for 1951, when they are expected to be $778,450,
an increase of about 509^ over 1940 which was somewhat less than
1938. It will be seen that only a moderate increase is indicated from
1946 to 1951 but the substantial increase during the past five years
should be noted as a factor in current and future tax rates.
of

This Report is not a precise recommendation as to what the City
ought to do. It is a presentation of what appear to be future needs
and what the City tax rates will probably be if the city government
should decide to carry 'out the program as indicated, bearing in mind
that this program is to be revised each succeeding year and adjusted
and corrected in light of each year's experience to meet such new
situations as may confront the City from time to time. Its purpose is
to assist the citizens and the City in appraising the city's problems
as a basis for sound fiscal policies.
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CAPITAL OUTLAWS
(Excluding Water Department)
13^6 - 1951

A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE PROGRAM
191*6

t-'
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BUILDING INSPECTOR
James T. Whitman, Inspector
Despite shortages in building materials, construction in Portsmouth
has continued. The Inspector of Buildings enforces all ordinances relating to the construction, alteration or removal of buildings and grants
permits for such work. The inspector is chosen annually by a majority vote of the City Council.

A total of 252 permits were issued by the inspector in 1946. These
permits were for new construction, alterations, additions ond demolition. The total cost of the work to be done under these permits was
estimated at $483,984.00. New construction of one family dwellings
amounted to $310,300.00. Additions, alterations, and repairs were
estimated at $88,584.00.
During 1947, 397 permits were issued for work amounting to
40 dwelling houses

a total estimated cost of $554,386.00. This included

at an estimated cost of $219,800. Additional new construction, including garages, lilling stations, public comfort station, etc. amounting to $139,128. Additions, alterations and repairs amounted to an
estimated $195,358.

DOG OFFICER
The dog officer investigates any complaints concerning dog? and
checks on unlicensed dogs. In 1946, 78 complaints were investigated,
6 dogs were pricked up with distemper, homes were found for 12 dogs,
and 971 dogs were licensed. Back fees for 1945 were collected on
68 dogs.

Up to August 1, 1947, 46 complaints have been investigated,
3 dogs have been picked up with distemper, homes have been found
for 5 dogs, and 1056 dogs have been licensed.
Any owner of a dog over three months old must license their
dog before the first of May each year. The licenses are obtained from
the City Clerk's Office.

CITY MESSENGER
Owen Cooper,
The

city

City Messenger

messenger attends the

sessi'ons

of the city council

and

delivers all messages, notifications, or other papers for the mayor,
city clerk, or any member of the city council. He is responsible for
the heating and cleanliness of the rooms in City Hall. He facilitates
communications between the various departments and the Post Office.
At the present time he uses the city clerk's office for a message center.
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INSPECTOR OF PLUMBING
Clement R. Moulton, Inspector

A major aspect of city health is the regulation of i)liimbing. The
Inspector of Plumbing is appointed by the city council and is required to be a master plumber of at least five years experience. His
chief job is to enforce city and state regulations concerning water
supplies and the removal of water-carried wastes. He issues permits
for all plumbing work to master plumbers and bouse owners and
every job must pass inspection.

Each year licenses are issued by the Board of Examiners of
Plumbers to those who pass examinations. Four examinations were
held in City Hall in 1946 when seven men were examined and passed.
In 1947, so far, two examinations have been held with eight taking the
examinations and four passing.

The following
permits issued.
Year

tabulation

Permits

shows

the

nund)cr

of

licenses

and

Fees

1945
53
1946
127
1947 (July 31) 106

INSPECTOR OF MEATS
meats and meat products which are manufactured or sold
must be inspected by the inspector of meats. The inspector
registered graduate veterinarian.

All

in the city
is

a

Every day except Sunday, the inspector makes at least one visit
When the meat has l)een inspected and
approved it is stamped in several places. In the past twenty-four years
hundreds of pounds of meat have been destroyed as unfit for food.
to

the place of slaughter.

The following tabulation shows

the

amount

Animals Inspected
Veal

1945
1946
1947,

July

30th

745
313
255

Hogs
36
7

of inspection:

SUPERINTENDENT OF BURYING GROUNDS
James

P. Griffin, Superintendent

The superintendent of burying grounds cares for each of the
burying grounds belonging to the city and sees that all interments
are lawfully made. There are four city cemeteries, namely the North
Burying Ground, Pleasant St. Cemetery, Point of Graves and Cotton's
Cemetery.
1945 considerable improvements were authorized. Before this
had been the custom to have the grass cut in these cemeteries
just once a year and nothing more. During 1945 sunken graves were
filled, broken stones repaired and painted, as well as cutting of the grass
In

time

it

twice during the year.

SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
William Thomson, Sealer

The Sealer of Weights and Measures is charged with the duty of
determining that every weight and measuring device used in the sale
of merchandise meets with government standards, so that a purchaser
of any commodity shall receive the exact amount that he is paying for.
Routine inspection of gasoline pumps, scales of large and small capacity in grocery stores, meat markets, factoi^ies, and coal yards are
made by the sealer. During 1946, 193 inspections were made, and
corrective action was needed in only nine instances. No confiscation
or condemnation of equipment was needed.

INSPECTOR OF WIRES AND POLES
William

I.

Randall, Inspector

of wires and poles is appointed by the city council
two years. The main duty of the inspector is to inspect the
fire alarm boxes and wires leading to the boxes to be sure that they are
in good working condition. Each morning the inspector checks with
the fire chief for possible trouble in the alarm system. One of the alarm
boxes is checked to make certain that the recorder at the fire station

The inspector

for a term of

is

functioning properly.

INSPECTOR OF PETROLEUM
Samuel

Alessi. Inspector

is empowered to enforce the various
laws on the manufacture, storage and sale
of petroleum and petroleum by-products. Periodic inspections by this
official insure the public that local gasoline and oil dealers maintain
adequate standards of safety and quality of products.

The inspector

restrictions placed

of Petroleum

by

state
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TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
Mary C. Dondero, President of board
*George B, Lord
William L. Conlon
t Dorothy Lear
William C. Walton, Jr.
*Died 194 7
t Replaced George B. Lord
To

the City Council of the City of Portsmouth. N. H.

We

hereby submit our report for the year 1946

Trust Funds,
Trust Funds, Public Library,
Income,

Exhibit
Exhibit
Exhibit

L
IL
III.

Respectfully submitted,

George Lord
William C. Walton,
William L. Conlon

.Ir.

Trustees of Trust Funds.

hereby certify that

I

have

I

the Trustees of Trust

Funds

and find the accounts

to

March

25,

day examined the accounts of
December 31, 1946,

this

for the year ending

be correct.
Jack Fenwick, Auditor

1947

have this day examined the
Funds and have compared the
statement heresubmitted, and iind the same to be correct.

The undersigned, acting
securities

and other

same with

the

together,

assets in the Trust

Mary
March

25,

C.

Dondero, Mayor

Jack Fenwick, Auditor

1947

TRUST FUNDS,

1946

Amount

Date of
No. Creation
1.

2.

1834

1834

Names and Purposes

of Creation

Mary Clark Fund,

of

Principal

100.00

expended

Annual

interest to be

for the
schools.

most deserving child

in

rewards

in the public

Horace A. Haven Fund, (Originally $800.)

1,200.00

Interest to be used in furnishing to the
High School Committee medals for award
at the annual exhibition each year, in accordance with the accepted plan, increasing
principal to $1,200. from accumulated

income.
3.

1853

Christopher

S.

Toppan Fund,

Interest to be annually paid to the Overseers
of the Poor, for the purpose of providing
on Thanksgiving Day each year, for the
inmates of the City Almshouse, a Thanks-

giving Dinner.
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300.00

4.

1868

Frank Jones Fund,

500.00

be paid annually to the High
School Committee to be by them expended
in making additions to the Library of the
High School, at their discretion.
Interest

5.

1879-80

to

Daniel

Austin Fund.
to be applied to furnish to the
colored population of Portsmouth the means
for collectively celebrating the successive
anniversaries of Emancipation Day.

500.00

Martha A. DeMerritt Fund,
Annual interest to be expended yearly for
the purchase of books for the boy's High

500.00

Income

6.

1895

School Library, forever.
7.

1896

Park Fund,
Income only to be used for the keeping in
order and improving Haven Park.
Bal. in 1942 was
6.059.91

Havien

Increased

in

1943

by

6,071.16

11.25

profit ale |2000. U.S. Treas. S'^s, 1943|45
bot. for $1988.75 and called at par.
8.

1908-09

Lewis A.

Drake Fund,

.500.00

only to be expended yearly for
adding to the High School Library, books
on English Church History and Literature
and for instruments.
Interest

9.

1908

South

Playground

Damages awarded
10.

1917

Damages,
condemned

for land

15.00
for

playground and tender refused.
Annie Fields Fund,
Income to be used for scholarships for the
purpose of advancing the higher education

5,000.00

promising pupils who could not
otherwise afford to continue their studies.
of really

11.

1923

Pickering

Fund,

5,113.23

used for the benefit ahd support of the worthy poor persons resident in
Portsmouth, giving preference so far as can
be done judiciously, to those who have seen

Income

to be

better days.

1942 was
$5,000.00
113.23
Increased in 1943 by
Profit a|c $5000 U.S. Treas. 31/48, 1943|45
bot. for $4886.7 7 and called at par.
Bal. in

12.

1925

A. Harris Fund,
Income to be used for the Industrial Training Department of the High School of this

T.

10,000.00

City.
13.

1927

Louise F. Hovey Fund,
"one-half of the income thereof

.500.00
to be

used

for the regular yearly care and maintenance
of the Memorial Fountain erected by me,
and given to and accepted by the City of
Portsmouth, in memory of my son, Emerson

68

Hovey, the other half of said income to be
accunuilated, and used from time to time as
necessary, for irregular or unusual expenses
in maintaining or repairing said Fountain."
14.

1931

Eclectic Benevolent Society Fund,

8,990.00

distributed among deserving
indigent people in the City of Portsmouth
as would not themselves solicit charity.

Income

15.

1943

to be

Theudora Lyman Fund,
"As a trust fund, the income of which shall
be expended under the direction of the
School Board of said City for tlie purposes of

humane education

3,000.00

in the public schools of

said City."

$42,289.39

TRUST FUNDS

—

PUBLIC LIBRARY
Amount

Date of
No. Creation
A.

1883

Names and Purposes of Creation
Harriet L. Penhallow Fund

of

Principal

1,000.00

For purchase of books.
B.

1883

Ellen T. Pickett Fund
Purpose not stated.

C.

1886

Eliza Brooks

Fund

528.00

For such purpose
D.

1889

76.00

of

the

Library as the

Trustees shall approve.
Mary A. S. Goodwin Fund
For the purpose and objects of the insti-

1.50.00

tution.
E.

1891

Louise Simes Fund

F.

1896

Haven Fund

100.00
6,000.00

of books of Biography, History.
Science, Theology and Standard Classical
Literature, should any portion of the annual income not be expended such portion is
to be added to the Permanent Fund.

Purchase

G.

1899

Mary

D.

Parker Fund
in such way as will be most

500.00

To be applied
H.

1899

institution.

beneficial

to the

Mercy

Ladd Fund

E.

For purchase

1,821 .00

of books.

L.

1899

Eldridge

Legacy
For the uses and purposes for which the
Library was organized.
Original amount $5000.00 increased by
.$28.58 in 1943 by profit on $5000. U.S.
Treas. S'As, 1943|45 bot. for $4971.42
and called at par.

5.028..58

J.

1904

Frank Jones Bequest
For the uses and purposes for which the
Library was organized.

5,028.58

69

Original amount $.5UU(i.U0 increased by
$28.58 in 1943 by profit on $5000. U.S.
Treas. 31/48, 1943]45 bot. for $4971.42

and called
K.

1923

at par.

John J. Pickering Bequest
Income only to be expended for biographical, historical and scientific books.
Original amount $2000.00 increased by
$45.34 in 1943 by profit on $2000. U.S.
Treas. 3y4S, 1943|45
and called at par.

M.

1927

Alfred

Income

bot.

1927

$1954.66

Gooding Fund

applied to the
books of drama and poetry.

N.

for

to

be

2,045.34

500.00
purchase of

P. Salter Fund
shall be expended in the
purchase of books of Biography, History,
Travels, Science, Reference Works, or other
useful and instructive books, but no part
of said income shall be expended in the purchase of works of fiction.

5,000.00

Joseph B. Upham Bequest
"To purchase books of permanent value, in
each of v^^hich shall be secured a notice that
it was purchased from a bequest of Joseph
B. Upham, with the dates of his birth and

580.58

Thomas

The income only

0.

1943

death.
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